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Sowei Mask 
The video ‘Sowei mask: spirit of Sierra Leone’ is a collaboration between the British Museum’s Africa Program, Sierra Leone National Museum and the diaspora community covering the naming ceremony of a Sowei before its display. The inclusion of the diaspora community in the ceremony is the most notable aspect in the video as it shows the respect for cultural and historical affiliations of the artefacts on display in the Museum. The grasp of the attire and cultural process of naming by the women is an indication of cultural awareness by the Sierra Leone elder generation in the diaspora. This however may also be an indication the lack of younger girls’ knowledge and awareness about the practice given the ceremony usually involves both age groups. Including girls in the process would enhance the authenticity and ensure cultural continuity for the younger generations. 

